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Presentation Objectives

• Provide information about of the San Francisco Department of 
Public Health Climate and Health Program and City-Wide 
Initiatives

• Explain why it is important for Public Health professionals to 
know about climate change and the projected impacts of climate 
change on health.

• Learn about some of the past initiatives and highlights of the 
Climate and Health Program

• Learn about upcoming strategic activities



Northwestern Glacier melt, Alaska from 1940 (left) to 2005 (right) 

Climate Change is  Happening Now 



Climate Projections





≥ 150,000 deaths due to climate change occur each year

250,000 additional deaths per year between 2030 and 2050

Climate Change Already Impacts Health



Climate Change Impacts  are Complex

Adaptation 

Mitigation 



• Deaths and hospitalizations 
increase with heat in people 
with:

– Cardiovascular diseases

– Diabetes

– Respiratory Diseases

– Psychiatric

• Rates of diseases are 
associated with race and 
poverty

– Stroke and cardiovascular 
mortality

– Diabetes

– Asthma

– “Mentally unhealthy days”

Health Disparities Contribute Climate Vulnerability



The Climate Gap



www.sfclimatehealth.org

Climate and Health Profile

http://www.sfclimatehealth.org/


Extreme Heat Risk



Flooding and Extreme Storms 

Interactive Story Map

Live Stories

http://sfgov.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=69004eefbb3f4a27aa8b6c6566f8dc0b
https://insight.livestories.com/s/health-impacts-of-climate-change-mold-and-respiratory-illness/567b2bb962b12600174b9e02/


Strategies/Activities - Emergency Planning



Strategies/Activities - Education



• Climate and Health Adaptation Plan

• Climate Health Risks

• Baseline Conditions

• Potential Interventions

• Indictors of Success

• Opportunities within the Health 

Department 

• Stakeholder Engagement

• Goals

• Emphasize the wider scope of vulnerable 

populations

• Bring together Public Health and Health Care 

Delivery Systems

• Interagency and Cross Sector Collaborations

• Reduce health burden from climate change

Next Steps 


